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Why is violence 
against children an 
urgent concern in 
the Philippines?

Total prevalence of 
violence against 

children, by sex and 
age group

of children and 
young people (aged 

13-24 years) 
experienced any 

form of violence in 
all settings.

80%
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of children and young people (aged 13-24 years) experienced any form of violence whether physical, psychological, sexual, bullying, cyberviolence and/or any form of collective violence, and whether the violence happened in the home, school, workplace, community or during dating.



149 research studies 
89 grey literature 

59 journal articles/reports  
were reviewed  to identify prevalence 
of emotional, physical, sexual abuse 

Secondary analysis of 2014 
Philippines Demographic Health 

Survey
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I would say instead: Were reviewed to understand what makes Filipino children so vulnerable to SV, EV and PV. [Because you already knew the prevalence and with the SLR you were digging deeper to get behind the numbers. . ]



Structural
How drivers of violence 
affect the home setting

Absent and Alone

• Lack of supervision in the home 
is a risk factor sexual violence 
(due to economic pressures, 
rapid change)
– Absent parent/s
– Lack of supervision over sole 

male at home
• Domestic violence (due to 

gender inequity & ineffective 
gender-friendly laws)

• Gender norms (due to gender 
inequity)

Witnessing parental 
violence is a risk 

factor of subsequent 
violence in a variety 
of relationships for 

both males and 
females
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I put these two about place HOME AND SCHOOL FIRST. The drivers of violence manifest in the home as risk factors for violence.  So under absent and alone, I I kept your points which are risk factors and epxloined the larger structural and institutional drivers that create the vulnerability). Get it? 



Institutional
How drivers of violence
effect the school setting

“Necessary for control” 
“Natural reaction”

• Violence perpetrated by teachers 
in schools, mostly as a form of 
discipline, includes acts of 
emotional and physical violence 
against children (due to 
ineffective school policies and 
procedures) 

• Children accept violence as part 
of school discipline (due to lack of 
application of their rights by CRC) 

Children and adults 
state that corporal 

punishment in schools 
is closely linked with 
violent discipline and 

family circumstances in 
the home



Community
Filipino values at play—

Utang na
loob

“Debt of one’s 
being”

A deep sense 
of appreciation 
and gratitude; 

act of solidarity 
with the other 

Bahala na
“Whatever…” or 
similar to saying 

“Inshallah”

Resilience,
courage and 

determination 
in the face of all 

the odds 

Hiya
“Shame”

A sense of 
propriety, honor 

and dignity

An act of 
courtesy or 

deference in 
order not to 

offend the other 
person a 

protective 
mechanism



• Honor and 
respect (self 
and family)

Hiya

• A good and 
honorable 
person by 
showing 
gratitude

Utang na Loob

• Facing 
challenges, 
sacrificing for 
significant 
others

Bahala na

Filipino values at play
Interpersonal 



Drivers & Risk Factors Interaction
In the context of VAC

• Will not 
disclose 
abuse

Hiya

• Expecting 
absolute 
obedience 
to parents 

Utang na Loob • Fatalism
• Will suffer 

and bear the 
abuse 
quietly

Bahala na



StructuralStrInstitutional Community Relationship IndividualStructural  

• Political repression=culture of silence & 
fear 

• Gender inequity and norms that promote 
subordination of women & girls to men

• Migration
• Rapid social change especially with 

technology:  ICT

•Belief boys are not at CSA risk
•Walking to & from school
•Availability of alcohol
•Shaming of survivors
•Internet cafes; smart phones

•Lack of Supervision
•Single-headed households
•Absent Mother e.g. OFW

•Child alone with unemployed male
•Presence of “step-father”

•Domestic Violence

•Poor access to info on sex & 
contraceptives

•Impunity-ineffective protection 
under the law

•Age of statutory rape

•Vulnerable e.g. 
with disability 
•Poor life skills
•Gender identity-
LGBT, MSM

Socio-Ecological Model for Sexual Abuse in the Philippines 



Driver Pathway: Social and cultural norms around family

• Lack of SRH education 
and access to services

Gender norms in 
the home and in 

schools

• Poor school legislation, poor 
teacher training; effects of 
poverty and toxic stress from 
financial issues creates 
parents ill- equipped

Beliefs around 
effectiveness of 

corporal 
punishment

• Lack of laws, legislations 
and services to address 
family needs 

Family stress + 
confidence in 

parenting

Prioritizing legislative 
advocacy on SRH 

access for children 
and adolescents

Strengthening evidence 
on effectivity of 

programs that promote 
non-violent discipline

Develop parenting 
programs and C4D 

strategies based 
on evidence 

Risk Factors Driven by Structural and 
Institutional Factors

Implications to Country 
Office Programming



Driver Pathway: Sexual Abuse and Exploitation Online or Offline

• Social & political 
history, a rapid growth 
economy with no local 
income generating 
industry, destabilizing 
community conditions

Family & economic 
stress + social 
norms + poor 
parenting + 

previous 
experience of 

violence  

• Weak enforcement of laws, 
social & political history, lack 
of local income generating 
industry, advancement in 
technology and access to it

Demand for 
sexually explicit 
materials with 

children + access 
to the internet + 

family & economic 
stress + social 

norms regarding 
foreigners 

Risk Factors Driven by Structural and 
Institutional Factors

Implications to Country 
Office Programming

Legislative advocacy on 
public investment, legal 
reforms to address 
bottlenecks in law 
enforcement, capacitating 
implementing agencies

Empower children to be 
more careful in their use of 
the internet

Research for policy advocacy
Targeted advocacy
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Legislative advocacy:Public investment from government, both at a national and local levelLegal reforms to address bottlenecks in implementation and law enforcementCapacitating implementing agencies with the manpower, technologies and strategiesThese studies are very useful in providing the government concrete basis for them to support their implementing agencies and local units.National Study on Online Sexual Exploitation and Abuse of Children in the Philippines De La Salle University-Social Development Research Center (DLSU-SDRC) is leading the National Study on Online Sexual Exploitation and Abuse of Children in the Philippines with support from UNICEF, guided by the Research Protocol developed by the University of the Philippines- National Institute of Health.  Progress with Philippine Kids Online Survey The Global Kids Online survey is a multi-country initiative which seeks to understand the behavior, risks and practice of children navigating the internet, and was designed by the London School of Economics and supported by UNICEF  Office of Research at Innocenti,. The latter two continues to provide guidance to ensure global comparability and high quality results.De La Salle University-Social Development and Research Center, which is leading this surveyhas convened the Research Advisory Board (UNICEF is a member, as are key government agencies);  conducted the enumerators’ training  last 2-6 May, ethical clearance is in place, and social preparation by field supervisors has been undertaken. The survey started in May 2017 and is anticipated to conclude before the end of the year with the launch targeted next year. Changing Social Behavior on Child Online Protection in CommunitiesThe recent partnership with Plan International focuses on a scientific community based diagnosis and will be the basis for the development of community intervention and its initial implementation. The baseline data will be used to identify factors related to social norms that are significant drivers of online sexual abuse and exploitation of children; and form the basis for the formulation of interventions. The interventions will be designed by Plan International and UNICEF and will be implemented/tested (initially) for a period of six months to test its effectiveness. This programme will cover two communities in Manila which are areas of Plan. The results of the study will inform an understanding of the ecology that drives the exploitation. It will help shape community-based interventions and would be presented to important stakeholders, particularly the Inter-Agency Council against Child Pornography, to help inform strategies aligned to the National Response Plan for IACACP. In 2016 the Philippine government, along with UNICEF and NGO partners, launched the first-ever National Baseline Study on Violence Against Children (NBS-VAC) that detailed prevalence of violence and abuse among Filipino children.More that can be done for advocacyContinue and strengthen the parenting intervention support system through the 4Ps initiativeDeeper community advocacy to involve all sectors of the community
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